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thoughts he did not feel able always to make public
-when the opportunity offered for doing so.

On June 1, 1851, at Dijon, he spoke about as fol-
lows in one passage of his speech: "Neither
intrigues, nor attacks, nor discussions of a passionate
nature between parties are in harmony with the
sentiments or the condition of the country. France
neither desires a return to the old regime, whatever
may be the form under which it is disguised, nor an
experiment with Utopias which are fatal and im-
practicable. The country puts its trust in me be-
cause I am the most natural adversary of both sys-
tems. If this were not so, how do you explain the
Mndly way in which I am treated by the people,
despite all "the adverse polemics? I may add that it
is this kindly treatment which takes the sting from
these polemics in so far as they are directed against
me. If my administration has not been, able to
accomplish all the reforms we wished, this is due
to the maneuver of the factions which paralyze all
the efforts of Assembly and Government. During
the last three years, I have always been well
seconded when it was a question of putting down
disorder. But when the matter in hand was the
amelioration of the lot of the people, then I met
nothing but inertia. But a new phase of our politi-
cal era has commenced. From one end of France to
the other, petitions are being signed demanding the
revision of the constitution. I await with confidence
the voice of the country and the action of the As-
sembly, which, I feel sure, will be actuated only by a
wish to do what is demanded for the public welfare.
If France holds that no one has the right to settle
what her fate shall be without first consulting her at
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